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Why Sam Smith’s Castro Theatre promo is sparking backlash in San
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By Aidin Vaziri, Staff Writer

Oct 1, 2025

PO®E

l'-. 4

https://www.sfchronicle.com/entertainment/article/sam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php?fbclid=IwY 2xjawNOuXJleHRUA2FIbQIXMQABH... 1/6


https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=UoL4J4bqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVP7VcSKrNNHrglpqWsmlEOxstdZPe3NM1ARGD3OIJz01VqAmnWRp5jLs6Ggs2PtSdSF_B3RaJ00TKI3jJ4VrB9ZklATW-F5oDIDjvC0hOB2MPOsV5-P1flmER5-XVBoDSYGJr0mFD1eq4jW8ZopUt7kjWQvfbqO5SZPmRAXO9ABQaKr8dY73oF_FefElzePgu_DY2Qnn2pic-wrQ9IWNTmKoKXKASC13b6b5QuiVIGS_oirHr0EnMGjtR5g4zwUoOm-kzkXlsPz57u4fgdCDC7X1-xT6pQB3H8Xi0MOyMVRe9uPBHEt2_c5iwc6IWnx7AynOz80T7o36bkCqfgf6imw8i2Cn8MlRSWfZwjaczd03f6Mmyt7OksldKOQjPIgze1K82ESFWUJXU7hEEDSWi1mDFELyftACf_5yzIfj0NiGr2kh_O9FxYfpNcOcLldU9TW50s-Dqfx0OvN-oLPLYzE-NaJjhDSlR2ezLCtreG-3sRZnypK5SdUeYpxG10W5REfI7tKGKtZvX-Z9Ku_8A66hGFLXsdigJX5KT4XE8NgBmmsMBV9eudWgaJfvpMkzurdjaD6SduLAfVGtNkIBcqEqJ1YsMx17ZtpHrh3N1VA65Pj2hSNflEvOn2CHFA5Zx0tSPGjnas4O8u2AlzV_GnoKIbb-IL5QiDe39nj2n2Y4&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fvantique.net%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3DwVkAg2m_AQBqfPqTDAow6w
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=GJRgu4bqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVQ6JxxqyjSmj5aikFNv9odwD1U1rpwiBdFMWmly4XOsPZ-arKovAAVt3AAx2vLSxjifj1G1LINjbNZ0sAJhXBCIVAwGXIV8Qhk8hGaDVLYA3DNWcuhoQqFVXG0KWWV6GPa3nGqVqsu6FA_SmWLpQNyf_NIwyJHNotp6RXUZlrsxDeQljDWhts2ZJ5RlCCR0tqhulfOmf5GkrSRi85Oyjy2AA_0z-Kg5J_ilWbVn_w8snllNcTftLWJtej-o8kkH1Lwcp-RAH5ZWWsLd-5SffR5GPIoyCrniK8z4ENtsUOtjr_eQuRs0PNbZEzWVt-QCnp814BeIevt_xRPf0QXbN0uChvdW4seryuPN8LmFWnL4Cb3bB8XWwwYQIsPbc9EQGerPhFPzykfbLS6T6aT0P1_20KMhROaCQ6IQTSMf-OG6AfQyK-Yj57wZyK15zAsc3cjQn0DRz8GWUK-dfFalBI7FHEB-03pG05VbRTFQ1HaNzl5FDMcPqucImBFdr74nQ5qWiv38OocYVs-76Hx0Nkn73oLJbSoDRZgs8VSeZcuMGE552ayo5BVch1Hpgfiz8dNlWUvLW3I0OqAhmr7bIvcL9_gYB0iX-HJ6kYuY5vFkIRcAc4-898tlvyC3jnhRrOS3nvJH_es8L54Q9_fZHbkZKLZyNyoCNDsmgu8k5OZJRdZDPtrGVbm5YdpbQvAB3WuEeR-AfW2r4nrlO22B23iQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2F9e18da-08.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fpumpkin-well-gathering-quilted-round-mat-ncu0xd930%3Fvariant%3D45016402624691%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3D_tHpVWm_AQCcmAj14ViySw
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=gKeNcIbqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVQfRxPTVQRjvYBgjoVrtlSddBAMRzhnoYPEEC5Hsc_evo9k4Mq8o_LZ0U7BmrS9o40xzm4NgDN6ues4AEYUNRse1ZNzr199D6Eu9bnIT5GmqYsbuxuECpMGjw6NAoZJlGu6pXAqDNR6XTf9VFvnWQGcqhS3Z81_E7Cd_ICXa6QCAaePWwnn3a5sunqby25T5n0JacirkFM32d2-XaRpyTiLvhnML9j2JLX4A81qQwAYtL4Klhlt8zzPgWaIaeiVHEileNsUC5VYNWskvV1Qu0LaeF68Nd8wqcbZTtY9Nhgi32W8OuFz_gPETkd7ngcp3_eO9Km3RM4C7B1muOCw3qy3Pz4q2eW2zFsS97SmzHPVZZv1D8kIbcLg9TEY98ZON88Ix7wV1gWlirpNGBLnNzxBO5DLOEEepbKN6-uGHieQBud5wDDRBEFPQ7cn1Fmg1oELLClecorfPlKz4ZXNFIiivh75OTSRKtjARsz32xQeCW35Ln8ImLqpgoJ6AdfbQIrSW_-Y9FU3JX_Z-VZF9a89dCHAt4gEJpv-Pf0j_93WhO7j3jiPnNhQ_2SaZmyfY2VAcurvSLdDSaTkMUzeVHGFrlSXvb3aea6o4dfmRuq209_1nf-hcd9FxUOqTSpLlzrnwg4K-IUABDeCF8ACctKJbASUu053GJBa9xyYWpreKQPBOT2djAzjP0CLT_5vlpTAQP5TtS97YTTxeZgc8Ykg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2F9e18da-08.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fhalloween-quilted-round-mat-ncu0vt262%3Fvariant%3D45022999773363%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3DU8fSOGm_AQDMtQSkU4rggg
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=V2F0HobqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVYFvCPPUadXOg_oeZy473Fvp4tj5wNR6r8u6dvJIOwufUhSALa0yf9b8AEVTaPH4jOvgqorOFgfk_HK_SRlCDlFCPKMBQ7EDugFrGLmbLdMBS-r62suM_ZrToiZIxVt5rntA_8GR9ttgERUNPfMmMyr9StjlFoXJAhP3oFUhMjTiJ3ZjN-KWq4zsp93aOoVgC8d21JxfefoPJDvRZvv9bjExzN28TT-TzMGynkYN1Pkn5aqcIBe_tvWO41GvxInKG-_7saVqbVBQTuFwZscJuyPPp0UFFw8EXzp0UEoJ_8Zou7Rd53H9VGyIXs1-J6sLee8phZSgjYiIYpxGcYJHilk4J_mC1hJhbc2oeMvrzEH3dj7Yp9m62a1o3m4d0OGRQHaialR5ZoMsIEY20R6_Yt6lUbXAf2q6oX-oVRT6HRRxGAhoZVYx5r8VYApMghNXrCV9BXAjn7sZMeSonclF7n1An6q858tLl6fKWRFcSAWs8HgHZ82xnWpjkvhpIke65WyuLMMMcgyAottsTo17MED_cIhntvVV9JVR1rW7b02ZcaybvXcZIhgqJnRBAiA_XY6HbfwwA5vBxXdA6Os1_QB8bkTYwk-2ewI6Nu3y5Zv8MoYBoQzeDhlRpmpLKaQlcwogG4SB7EK9fu_aqg3iSMMmUSUAwBrjDmurQLZ-1zYjCtBn35M56VrbiW5AGcpMVbRUPepQfGMiDh7G7qcvY4Q&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2F9e18da-08.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fwoodland-wanderlust-quilted-bedding-set-ncu0dv4741%3Fvariant%3D44573167616179%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3DemPmlGm_AQC0deBRx-S7Xw
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=C2meVYbqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVIqo2BdReU8K_bD_F4OeR5Qyl5_3oLnlbuuKOALc0gcE3XR5sEYJTJMyu_hMXlpt-5EXqS2lo-UGGGElnScAx2N-cU4T95ZkWdyAyYGHvVYlcmaOC_Bq8Yy4qXmphOcd7QEsNc0BpoWB-SuTyqVwPtU8Nz6mddJd0uBXtq_7C1XImS_yzPp3rMCZZSQ7-8igiGhx9S0fyXQUlsXXJLOUqJ5GQkqUUtGHUagtm98ZQTaJGjQAFUVdXtv4czTDq4FrDD836pZBN35eXUPkKwNHJ9npPYsr5MZfsxSWNe7yFRJuSjhIDTjZxOcNqczHJGE_3T5Uvrj83b24XNQJhONBJfHkVSi_8A6CXVfxIX615rhvsvHOukm6vHUw0lw5ujomhzQ3hNRxSSa8BH7X01c12ob97yWI6ZzB39JZrmy59T2ehQS345U96n4oDkwJZkvCGgLyer59S1qsTgSSLAYp8LpLJiPKHbd_VytECkWZLU5PYvhECuT0i5KiGTXRjUfpGDW-OqhmZil3c05pYRsBRWd_eLtaP-dJHWxfW-MeFfzhdO5khFa-2yhgWpzDkg8hVbYu7oh7vFl5ck7ZrKrxBulObLaAX9vqLJ0n12DE3_hNKWQ33fEZlI415gs9lJQqDR6KDslSw8QWW6svo3mhmi9KhbytTgfPI8UqJUz1eA6IFma6ihWcqpQ0gqcXIynZ-&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2F9e18da-08.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fholiday-bear-quilted-round-mat-ncu0xd1083%3Fvariant%3D45033548185779%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3DdJWCRmm_AQAURLNfA1B9bQ
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=7n6MdYbqNK7l75a2jvF8Ee3oLQ3Lx6rMd6vS6uwof1mvlSq2enR8gkbWm5GSPxyCcHGNtWZCObdTurzLvum82ZZvVST_frUfAAt704pK2K0e3QSbcJHtSpWb3dG37BW2ZdW_ocKtUBrrrG_YPcRvFzC5J0Yxw3JdcIx8uUIpPgHIJAdVpuNkSeeB2uTLAnclRhj0qAsmzdqAkPUtptbOt1KnPF2_RUKAUZLRRZD4XQIX20aQf8uAz1SAcifGAacdUM52UyksDzRrTR3cYQOebYD2yilD1ATj0bJ2ooRYN6NQkDY9BKJVVS3d5jWssEPJtvqhMAI1CD1nVmStzQxZBIPwVSVc2ZeCHezxXX4gvDVbq1eXzvv8eAD5r2lgJNTozqsiZfHpUr4b8ogOStzam-cTttE-wp0_tax1vCcJDwar93o0F21qCXbf6vEjWRHojOEtGn566bieRK6aCfaLUxPiRfaZ_RoQmWdH1ROJ5wun5YrsX3qCUyKxkOmFRMH729o7YnOemxPGHCDzqnMivVYT6xKvokTJDTiWPy4VBKrN_lDBMFPEUWOeQQNxTv8BJFVSjsH9egob6ruU9svrKmJt6K6uWYNoudl3uGC_yBWE7-ZfU-9xymu1m41xxVX2rCeZHoh2oHHNHvZwovQqAXuui3OY0A6xr8KgcyCVJJ6pxYRvD5xVXBGuIuspgEHRt1ioRcs8VjHbiCBCptc_NDQwtEUrIiEhYLYGoDHnUmUSOIrEoqzmh_XnmjEh6CjLKjnVZQo_SCUl_KeEuha3ACasSEXe181R3F7cXBcl0_FBphD74rQd4ybZXHF9khSqs75F1pAx7mdh2nICujNJKFTCeKv4GpcRyPH-OgsPyhlftm-5xhzp3L9fmhw2ZjlGY2BC2Q&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2F9e18da-08.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fpumpkin-shadow-quilted-round-mat-ncu0vl2875%3Fvariant%3D44984166842547%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRetention%2520-%2520Jul%252026%252C%25202024%26utm_id%3D451049%26cto_pld%3D75wFTGm_AQA3rlyQ2381_g
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=8yQ5tz87jL6rKfeWOOoabBNK5B66vcJ118u3Q-cl2sVf9GSl907LKer3aea3INJcdo38CTcnZqPnXAcHrmxvOih_wArIbYpGdaNNVpofwwU1xddC9TT33hWyos43eH-vB5fHQFfIL8KGWudxXt_jVhxvbfg0NaPNc7VZZ2Yibzdfp67Q
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/s-f-man-captained-gaza-aid-vessel-now-held-21084289.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/outdoors/article/witness-climber-balin-miller-fall-21083821.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/aging-longevity/article/nad-supplement-benefit-age-21055869.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/lisa-catalano-dating-app-single-21073700.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/climate/article/tree-teakettle-experimental-forest-21081243.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/personal-finance/article/salt-tax-return-california-21074118.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sports/warriors/article/seth-curry-s-unique-path-leads-warriors-play-21082258.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/aidin-vaziri/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=137086563877087&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dfacebook.com%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&name=Why%20Sam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20Castro%20Theatre%20promo%20is%20sparking%20backlash%20in%20San%20Francisco&description=Sam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20announcement%20that%20they%20will%20reopen%20San%20Francisco%E2%80%99s%20historic%20Castro%20Theatre%20with%20an%20eight-night%20residency%20is%20drawing%20criticism%20from%C2%A0LGBTQ%2B%20advocates.%20But%20not%20because%20of%20their%20music.&picture=https%3A%2F%2Fs.hdnux.com%2Fphotos%2F01%2F54%2F55%2F33%2F28497641%2F5%2FrawImage.jpg&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3DUTMSOURCE%26utm_medium%3DUTMMEDIUM
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dt.co%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&text=Why%20Sam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20Castro%20Theatre%20promo%20is%20sparking%20backlash%20in%20San%20Francisco&via=sfchronicle
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Why%20Sam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20Castro%20Theatre%20promo%20is%20sparking%20backlash%20in%20San%20Francisco%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dbsky.app%26utm_medium%3Dreferral
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20San%20Francisco%20Chronicle%20link%20with%20you%3A&body=Why%20Sam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20Castro%20Theatre%20promo%20is%20sparking%20backlash%20in%20San%20Francisco%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fentertainment%2Farticle%2Fsam-smith-castro-smoking-backlash-21078522.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dshare-by-email%26utm_medium%3Demail%0A%0ASam%20Smith%E2%80%99s%20announcement%20that%20they%20will%20reopen%20San%20Francisco%E2%80%99s%20historic%20Castro%20Theatre%20with%20an%20eight-night%20residency%20is%20drawing%20criticism%20from%C2%A0LGBTQ%2B%20advocates.%20But%20not%20because%20of%20their%20music.%0A%0AThis%20message%20was%20sent%20via%20San%20Francisco%20Chronicle
https://www.sfchronicle.com/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/signup/?origin=button&variant=499_standard99_2025&bcvid=7c64d5e8-4572-4184-8d6e-92e0176171f6&bcpurpose=Subscribe

10/5/25, 10:02 AM Sam Smith criticized for smoking scenes in Castro video

Sam Smith’s Castro Theatre promo sparked backlash from LGBTQ+ advocates this week who say its smoking imagery glamorizes tobacco use in queer spaces.
Collier Schorr/UMusic
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Sam Smith’s announcement that they will reopen San Francisco’s historic Castro Theatre with an eight-night

residency in February is drawing criticism from LGBTQ+ advocates. But not because of their music.

The Grammy- and Oscar-winning English singer released a video this week promoting the residency, “To Be

Free: San Francisco,” that prominently features people smoking cigarettes. Advocates say the imagery

endorses tobacco use in a community that has long been a target of cigarette marketing.

All-Access Sale: 6 months for 99¢. Explore essential reporting with our best offer.

¢ Read more: Castro Theatre to reopen with a Sam Smith residency. Here’s how to get tickets
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“It really saddens me to see 10 instances of smoking in the two-minute video,” said Rob “DJ Rotten Robbie”
Doughty. “The LGBTQ+ community has been a target of the cigarette companies for years and years. They
think of us as expendable. The smoking in the video was so blatant it almost felt like they were paid by the

cigarette companies to glamorize and sexualize cigarettes.”

Tobacco Free Solano co-chair Joseph Hayden, who has campaigned to reduce smoking in queer communities,

drew a direct line between Smith’s video and the tobacco industry’s notorious past.
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10/5/25, 10:02 AM Sam Smith criticized for smoking scenes in Castro video
“Smith is either unaware or uncaring about his product placement for Big Tobacco,” he said, pointing to the
industry’s 1990s “SCUM” memo, shorthand for “subcultural urban marketing,” which targeted San Francisco’s

Castro District.

Sam Smith - Ain't No Sunshine (TO BE FREE: SAN FRANCISCO - The Castro Theatre)

The issue spilled onto Facebook, where one commenter described the clip as “Making cancer cool again.”

Others suggested Smith was going for a retro aesthetic but agreed the repeated smoking was “glaring.”

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

“The amount of smoking in this video is shocking & disturbing,” Doughty wrote in one widely shared post.

The criticism comes as data shows LGBTQ+ youth and young adults smoke and vape at significantly higher

rates than their peers, in part due to decades of targeted advertising.
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In San Francisco, health officials continue to report elevated tobacco use in LGBTQ+ and lower-income

neighborhoods.

Smith, who has spoken in the past about quitting smoking, did not respond to the Chronicle’s request for

comment regarding the backlash.

“I fell into the pit of smoking cigarettes,” they admitted in a 2018 interview. “I'm battling it. ... When I have my

time off in between shows, I find it really difficult.”

Smith acknowledged “it’s so bad for you” and noted that it’s not only dangerous for their voice.

“It affects my mood as well, smoking. I feel like I'm hurting myself in a way when I do it,” they said.

Smith won an Oscar in 2016 for the song “Writing’s on the Wall,” from the James Bond thriller “Spectre” and
received global attention in 2014 by winning four Grammy Awards, including best new artist Grammy and

record of the year for “Stay With Me.”

They are scheduled to perform at the Castro Theatre on Feb. 10-11, 13-14, 17-18 and 20-21, marking the first

event at the renovated theater since it closed in 2024 for a $41 million overhaul.

Chronicle staff writer Tony Bravo contributed to this report.

Oct 1, 2025
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